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	BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Agreed Minutes of the Community Council ordinary meeting 
held on 9thth March 2023 at 7pm at the BaRi Building and online via ZOOM.
	ATTENDANCE

BRCC Members

Scott MacGregor (SM)
David Cuthill (DC)

Gina Purrmann (GP)

Steve Johnson (SJ)
Pete Richardson (PR)

Samantha Stewart (SS)
Lesley McDonald (LM)

Pat Marshall (PM)
	Chair

Vice-chair

Secretary

Treasurer


	Councillors 

Caroline Shiers (CS)
Bob Brawn (BB)
Tom McEwen (TM)
Press 
Clare Damodaran (CD)

Fire Service
3 members of the public 
Laura Rodger (minutes)
	APOLOGIES
Jamie Louise Morrison (JLM)
Robin Duncan (RD)

Sue Hart (SH)

ABSENCES

PC Gary Campbell



	Item 1 – Welcome and Introductions 
SM welcomed everyone to the meeting at 19:04. SM ensured that everyone consented to recording the meeting for the purpose of the minutes. 
	Actions



	Item 2 – Apologies 
Apologies received from RD, SH and JLM
	

	Item 3 – Adoption of draft minutes of 9th February 2023 meeting
Minutes proposed by DC. Seconded by SS.
Decision: Minutes approved with no amendments. 
	

	Item 4 – Police & Fire Reports 
Fire Report:
Mobilised 29 times in February. 10 Home Fire Safety Visits completed. Held Coffee with the Crew – focused on the history of Blairgowrie, working with the History Trust. Hosted another one with Danielle Hunter from the Police team. The next one is 14th of March with guests from the Heat Project and Social Wellbeing Hub attending. Plans for throwlines to be added to different stretches of the River Ericht. Details of the community training events that are planned will be shared soon. Open day will be on the 15th of July between 11am – 4pm. 
Police Report:
There was an incident at Hamish Henderson Place involving a dog attack. There was also an incident at Rosemount Care Home. Police attended a joint Coffee with a Cop/the Crew event with the fire service at the fire station. The roads policing unit carried out a local day of action in Blairgowrie and Rattray. Constable Campbell will update on parking issues in due course. Storage containers at the Kettins community hub were vandalised.
CS added that Gary and Danielle have been superb and thanked the police for their hard work. 

	Police

	Item 5 – Matters raised by members of the public
a) Blair Quarry Application – an appeal will be lodged. If it is a valid appeal, it will go through the process; in due course contributions to the appeal could be made. BB has made an enquiry regarding how the procedure will work. BB may need to go to Edinburgh as part of this process. The time scales are currently unknown, but BB will let BRCC know when there is an update. 
	BB

	Item 6 – Matters arising/reports back
6a. Resilience/Flooding (BB/PR)
PR updated that there was a meeting last month with a number of people from Planning & Roads, and things are moving in the right direction. SM had a meeting with Paul Laidlaw (PL) from the Scottish Flood Forum (SFF). SM asked about the river track system, and PL said it would be good. PL also suggested airbrick covers. These would automatically close if water comes close to the property. A system would be put in place so that if residents moved away, the covers would be sent back to the resilience team. PL also mentioned water gates could potentially be effective equipment which Blairgowrie and Rattray could utilise. Floodgates were also suggested. Due to their width, these would be for the front and back doors, not the garage. A survey would need to be carried out on behalf of the flood forum to find out who needed them and then an assessment would need to be made. PKC suggested applying for funding for the rivertrack system first. The fund will be open for several months. TM commented that if you have a garage, you might need an extra floodgate due to the door from garage into the house. SM confirmed that assessments would be made in order to ensure that prevention equipment is deployed where most needed. TM highlighted that if you have diverted floodwater from your home and it damages someone else’s property, you could be held liable. BB clarified that everyone has the right to protect their property; it’s only an issue if the measures impact someone else. SM added that anything in the containers is for the community to use, not for BRCC members to deploy. SM emphasised that they are just replacing sandbags with alternative options. TM stated that everything BRCC is doing is absolutely brilliant. CS thanked the BRCC reps who came to the meeting. BB added that there will be a public consultation on flooding solutions by October. SM and SS emphasised that this meeting should happen in Rattray.
GP has circulated the SEPA 2023 opinions survey. Need to ensure that this is responded to as a community council by the 17th of March. SM suggested that everyone could respond to this individually. 
6b. Climate Action (DC/GP/LM)
DC did not have anything to report. GP reported that she had received correspondence from two members of the public that they would like to see meaningful communication regarding climate from PKC. They highlighted tree protection and solar panels, and requested that BRCC invite someone from planning management to meet with BRCC.  LM stated that the Blairgowrie Open Spaces group had invited PKC Planning to their meeting, and had learned of and met the PKC Biodiversity Officer. LM stated that it is important the Biodiversity Officer’s requests are carried out.   DC suggested that this be discussed at the next interim meeting to be clear about desired outcomes from a meeting with PKC Planning. CS advised that people should be encouraged to take part in the Big Place Conversation. BB stated that the Big Place meetings are preparatory work for local development planning. There would be a balance between climate and economic development. BB highlighted that if trees are removed for development, they are normally replanted. LM replied that the concern is whether this is seen through. A dialogue will be held in Blairgowrie on Monday, 13th March, on Zoom regarding Net Zero. The Big Conversation dates are: Commmunity Connect, Rattray on 22nd of April in person; online consultation on 2nd of May for Blairgowrie and the Glens. 

6c. Twinning (GP)

Brebières: GP updated that Brebières is awaiting confirmation regarding the Pipe Band’s prospective trip in September. There may be a small amount of funding to help with the associated costs. The invite is extended to everyone that they met at the Highland Games. There are some difficulties with contact between the schools; this may be due to the strikes. 
Pleasanton: DC said he and his wife are happy to attend their Highland Games and represent BRCC, if all BRCC members agree. They will finance this themselves. However, they need confirmation soon as flight prices are rising. SM is still awaiting a formal invitation, but he will pass it on to DC once it arrives. 

6d. Maintenance in Blairgowrie and Rattray (BB/LM/JLM/SM)
LM will forward to SM advice from Buglife regarding the planting of wildflowers at Rattray Common. SM informed that the flats at Glenalmond Road have had their fence ripped down. This could be a potential risk and needs replacing.

6e. Citizen of the Year
SS updated that there is a list of who will be going around the local businesses (including when and where). DC will be liaising with the schools.
6f. Nativity (GP)
GP received an email today from the Rector of St Catharine’s who reported that the Churches Together committee has wholeheartedly approved the plan to take responsibility for the nativity panels, and that insurance has been confirmed. GP will arrange a meeting to finalise the Red Sheet and agree a handover date. SM emphasised that all the parts of the structure need to be moved to one place. 
	BRCC
members
BRCC

GP

SM

LM

GP & DC

	Item 7 – New Projects
No new projects
	

	Item 8 – Traffic Matters

SM said that he believes that a couple of parking tickets have been issued to people parking outside the post office. There was supposed to be a traffic meeting last Thursday. BB confirmed that this will be rescheduled. 
BB said that there are currently no updates on the speedbumps, but that this has been chased. There is also no update on the surfacing of the Wellmeadow. CS commented that there will be a Tayside Contracts meeting on Monday and she will raise the issues regarding the road at this. DC asked if Tayside Contracts has a Quality Assurance process. If work is not up to standard, it should be rectified at their expense. SM was assured last time that this wouldn’t happen again, so it is disappointing that this has once again occurred. SM also added that he needs to receive an update so BRCC can update the community when asked. CS confirmed that she will send an update to SM. 

DC thanked PC Campbell for the feedback he provided, as requested at the last meeting. 

GP reported that members of the public had expressed concern that if parking spaces outside the post office are disabled only, it would be difficult for people who have heavy items to post.
	CS

	Item 9 – Planning Matters 
SS updated that CS pointed out that there was an article in The Courier about the proposed solar farm at Collace wherein the planning applicant claimed that as BRCC did not comment, this meant that we did not care. GP will write to The Courier about this to request a correction. BRCC did not reply because this is outside our area, so it is not BRCC’s jurisdiction.
BB updated that there is a planning committee meeting next month. A few applications will be related to Blairgowrie, but BB has not seen the full agenda. 
GP received an email that confirmed that training for community councils is being considered. 
	GP



	Item 10– Chair’s Report

This has mostly been covered in the minutes. SM also attended the police and fire coffee event. He will be beginning to engage with residents in Rattray regarding flooding. BRCC is looking at changing bank accounts from TSB to RBS. This is because RBS is still in the town, while TSB is in Perth. There were no objections to this. 
	SM, SJ

	Item 11 – Treasurer’s Report
Admin
Feb balance £497.28. Outgoings:  Minutes £30, Mini website £100; March balance £367.28 Projects
Feb balance £5,453.15; Resilience Folders £8.85; March Balance £5,444.30: Fireworks/Community Event £211.89, Resilience £4,261.12, Well (Defib) £271.10, Jubilee £0, Bench £253.52, Christmas Tree/Festive £445.56
	

	Item 12 – Secretary’s Correspondence

BRCC is invited to take part in a consultation re fireworks control zones with workshops on 28th March.  GP read out an email that greatly complimented BRCC volunteers on all their hard work, which came from a member of the public who had attended a monthly meeting. BRCC has been invited to an online webinar for the Scottish Sentencing Council. There has also been an invitation to the PKC Information Sessions for Community Councils on the 28th of March, which 3 office bearers will attend. There has been an approach from a poetry project; this will be forwarded to those involved in community engagement and well being. 
	

	Item 13 – Councillor’s Reports

BB stated that almost everything has been covered tonight. PKC meetings to be held with Community Councils that should have been held pre-covid. The recreation centre is back on, to be finished in 2025. DC added that Blairgowrie High School is probably the oldest secondary school in the PKC area, and it should therefore be prioritised for upgrading as regards the suitability of the accommodation for 21st century education. DC has suggested that BRCC gets involved in this alongside teachers. TM said that all councillors have agreed with this and advocated for it. However, it comes down to the rating system and schools with the most need are prioritised. CD updated that there is going to be revision sessions at the high school throughout the Easter holidays. BB clarified that the problem re lights at Lidl is caused by the angle of the lights. While there are people in the store, these lights have to be turned on. Lidl promised that these lights would be turned down, but this has not yet occurred. BB will email LM contact information about architects regarding the ponds at West Park.
TM updated that money not paid to teachers during the strike is being diverted to additional learning support throughout the Easter holidays. A budget has been passed and action partnerships are receiving funds for the first time in five years. There is a team in Perth who do bin collections and street clearing, now being directed to locations impacted by snow. The Royal Hotel’s alcohol licence has expired. If they wish to reopen in the summer, they will have to go through the licensing process again. TM hasn’t had an update about the Fair O’ Blair adhering to its license. TM pointed out that the money cut from flooding was the result of a chronic underspend. This money will go back into general funds.  
CS thanked all from BRCC involved in commemorating the one year anniversary of the War in Ukraine. SM highlighted that this was mostly down to Bohdan. CS is disappointed that an appeal has been made regarding the quarry application. She also updated that she will once again be raising the issue of disabled parking spaces around the town. CS was concerned to see that £50,000 has been removed from the budget for flood risk management in the area. The Grand Fondo Cycle will begin on the 4th of August. Blairgowrie and Rattray will be on the route, and opportunities will arise from this. Ground maintenance issues at Old Mill Road. A walk about the area will be held to organise a course of action. Complaints regarding lighting and signage continue to be raised with councillors. CS thanked SCYD for their proactive work with young people. The COVID memorial bench and tree are now in place in the cemetery. The Friends of the Cemetery Group has been registered with PKC. 
	

	Item 14 – AOCB

DC asked the councillors how they arrived at their figure of 3.9% for the increase in the community charge. DC said if we want services, we have to be prepared to pay for them. TM replied that PKC gets to that figure by negotiation. 

Meeting closed at 8:53pm. 
	

	Date of Next Meeting:  13th April 2023, 7pm at the BaRi Building & 6.45pm online.
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